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Environmental criminology is like a detective looking at how crime, criminals, and locations all 
connect. This field looks at where crime happens and why, understanding how places can push 
people toward or away from bad behavior. It's about figuring out how design and location affect 
what goes on. This is vital for coming up with ways to stop crime before it starts. Environmental 
criminology pulls ideas from sociology, geography, and criminology. It doesn't just blame 
individuals or society. It looks at cities, land, and neighborhoods to see where criminals could 
have a chance. Going a step above a police report of where the crime happened, it also looks at 
when crime happens, and how criminals move where they do the crime. 
 
Cities and countryside areas see different crime issues due to their totally different setup. 
Knowing these differences is important for coming up with plans that directly deal with the 
weaknesses of each place. An area's location can cause crime. It shapes choices criminals 
make because of how easy it is to get to, how visible it is, and how much security there is. How 
a place is designed makes all the difference in lowering crime. You can change things around to 
have better natural security and lock down who goes in and out. 
 
Looking at real situations shows how environmental criminology actually fixes community 
issues. It shows how changing physical locations can bring crime levels down. Going forward, 
research needs to use tech like GIS and combine it with old-fashioned work to know where 
crime will happen, and encourage plans to help communities be safe everywhere. 
 
Environmental criminology is a way to see crime patterns and locations, stressing things like 
how setting affects crime. Different from old criminology (just people or victims) this way sees 
how people move in that location. This method knows crime doesn't just happen. It comes from 
locations, city design, and social stuff around a place. It studies hotspots, land use, streets, and 
neighborhoods for insight on criminal behavior. To grasp how settings make crime happen and 
suggest fixes, it gathers from geography, sociology, city planning, and psychology. 
 
The main part of this stuff is understanding how places stop or push behavior. Areas without 
lights, without cameras, or visibility, become spots that attract criminals. City plans either make 
people feel together, or alone. This messes with how much crime happens day to day as well. 
The study also thinks about how likely crime can happen during times of the day. Checking work 
roads and fun times shows us the chance of crime happening in different locations. 
 
The use for this, is seeing how urban planning, and strategic policing can brings crime down. 
The idea is that fixing spots correctly, and fixing environmental security, means less crime 
happens. Environmental criminology gives useful ideas for plans for city projects and plans for 
the safety of your community. 



 
Environmental criminology makes a name looking at locations with crime. Looking at different 
fields also lets you see a helpful, hands on way of stopping crime. It checks locations, while 
adding time considerations, fixes, and makes a safer area for all locations 
 
Environmental criminology's main principles start with mixing criminology, geography, sociology, 
and environmental psychology together. This checks how crime happens in a spot. The theory it 
builds on is that crime doesn't come randomly, but things like location, time, and pattern. Instead 
of old crime guesses that look into a person, this looks into what happens in location. These 
location factors bring and stop activity. 
 
Environmental criminology thinks that criminals do work near locations they know, built into 
familiarity and daily actions. It looks like spots include homes and workplaces or rec areas, or 
familiar paths. If known, that crime is more likely to happen. Looking at this, one can understand 
the ways crime groups use space. 
 
The important idea of “daily routines” says that crime comes when three different actions meet 
at a point in time. This means there is someone with motive, a good target, and not security. 
Checking who someone acts around shows that behavior brings crime. The human behavior 
being the cause makes a person on alert and not on if an individual is bad or not. 
 
The intricate idea is known as “rational choices.” Criminals think about the costs and rewards of 
a location where the crime happens. The mind then picks the places to do crime, and changes 
the places. 
 
“Defensible locations” is designed to secure territory, adding surveillance to lessen the option of 
doing crime. These ideas build deep thoughts. It checks how time and space, with behavior 
shows crime happens. The idea gives useful info to build ideas for special spots, and target the 
criminals. 
 
The details found in locations show how one goes. There are many changes in social 
economics everywhere. How often things happen is higher in urban areas. Crime happens 
because of populated areas, where a person can stay hidden. Areas mixed with travel open a 
lot of things that can happen. Urban area designs have spots that can rise in crime. Like dim 
areas, trash buildings, or unsafe areas. 
 
Rural locations can see dips in numbers. However, they notice certain struggles like farm tools 
being robbed or animals. Smaller areas come because of the community connection. Some 
worry that this can create a misunderstanding between law and police. However, rural areas 
might not see crime because not as many roam around. 
 
Environmental criminology says how things work influences crime. Also known how geographic 
factors influence how an action or crime occurs. Road networks and routes may help criminals 



escape. Some may make police work. Rural designs give response, while lowering meeting 
each other. 
 
In towns, the economy shows the bad spots and it rises by the effect of jobs. Rural poverty 
stands in certain struggles with areas that show crime by the use of items. 
 
Checking this shows that criminology using the environment is useful, to stop the locations that 
area has issues. 
 
The geographic place shows criminal patterns. How an area shows crime opportunities and 
people in charge of choices. How the environment gives an amount of risk and entry, or how 
easily accessible will create criminal behavior. Urban environment is shown by travel and area. 
Creates crime like drugs and theft. These are many chances to happen, to hide, with the 
amount of people. Rural, see less of those crimes, and instead will most likely see illegal drug 
manufacturing. 
 
Geography is shown by the highways and centers. These show pedestrian travel. Geography 
isolates criminal elements and may help stop it based on access. 
 
Environmental criminology, study people and their behavior along location. The thought knows “ 
crime, what pulls it” and “ crime generators” It will give a better view if the crime may or may not 
happen. The locations play on different factors. 
 
The distribution because of socioeconomic factors may be crime. The neighborhood may have 
a hard time because of informal problems. 
 
Environmental looks at spatial design of a crime, for where and why someone commits the 
crime. The geographic position makes a difference in having control because knowing which 
location influences those crimes. 
 
Physical spots can work out for fixing crime by reducing crime. The Crime fixes through 
Environment also will work on people usage 
 
The principles work by having a space that each person can own. Like watching the area and 
fixing or stopping. Territorial areas come by design, that it gives each owner, and give open 
spaces. 
 
Access for control, through walls, fences and entries. Opportunist actions reduce the 
environment. Maintenance is good to keep the environment . If not attended, more harm can 
occur. This could lead to more crime. Maintenance shows protection. 
 
Urban Strategies show how much area it is. It will help create more activity. Design has a toolset 
that stops crime. Change the environment and save the spot while it makes you more secure. 
 



The ideas from environmental and criminology shows fixes. Application for Crime prevention by 
environment which it worked in 1990s. This involved authorities or the public doing things to 
clean public spots. Changing these, shows that crime is impacted. 
 
Medellin (Colum) is another option where renewal started, with principles that work. Local 
developed areas, lighting clear and gathering spots made a good action and fixed action. It fixed 
homicide rates. It also showed how residents felt safe. 
 
Australia, used space and tools, to work for certain characteristics. The packages fixed time, 
maintenance, and added cameras. To also encourage that community also did actions for 
support. Data showed that it had success, with vandal reduction. 
 
SafeGrowth combined environment strategies. It created safer neighborhoods with being a 
community. That can check what issues there are, and can fix needs and spot. Studies 
decrease fears after safeGrowth action. 
 
The many exams give that criminal behavior is broken with environment location change. 
Teamwork and many involved give chance for safer, and enhance public safety 
 
Trajectory, to have a use of tech. A combination of tech, and data is great for study of crime. 
This means there is data from networks and mobile records. This enhances the power of police 
and interventions. 
 
Areas can involve changing climates. Like studying the environment during weather. Extreme 
weather can create social disorder. Action is built on fixing change. Fixing climate change can 
give helpful ideas to make change. 
 
There should be an increase by acknowledgement. Use a cross culture study. To fix this there 
may be a need for studies that encompass the environment. 
 
Traditional will be a focus. Through a challenge, and to fix it, there needs to be expert help for 
both land and security 
 
Partaking with research may involve members. With all there, the quality increases as well as 
trust 
 
Environmental actions may create stress to fix. The goal should include culture, and new items 
should be used. 
 
Studying the environment makes a better analytic structure for crime that occurs on its location. 
Spot has something and the key, to make it secure. 
 
The environment is a help, and that has a crime prevention and method to solve problems. 
Adding environment design and change serve for the opportunity and potential from being 



harmful. Many exams enhance crime, through the environment and intervention. This was a 
success. 
 
The actions that need to happen should be tech based, for accuracy for what behavior that 
occurs. Urban changes show new challenges while also using an increased action. 
This brings us awareness to spatial study. 
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