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Current criminal justice systems face complex problems, reflecting broad societal shifts. 
Tech growth has changed crime prevention by giving police new tools, but it also 
enables cybercrime, challenging policing. Digital threats call for flexible plans to protect 
public safety in our digital world. Racial disparities in sentencing still undermine fairness, 
pushing reviews and changes to fix biases (Harrington, 2024). Mental health adds 
complexity, as many involved individuals need special care, not just punishment. 
Addressing these issues means creating strategies that ensure safety and provide care. 
 
The rise of restorative justice, focusing on rehabilitation and community, shows a move 
to holistic crime responses. Police reform efforts shape public view and trust, especially 
when police misconduct and accountability demands are high. The complex nature calls 
for constant study and policy changes to face threats, ensure justice, and equity 
(Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). Understanding these connections is key for criminal justice 
to respond to current needs, build unity, and gain trust. 
 
Impact of Tech on Crime Prevention: 
 
Tech changes crime prevention in criminal justice. Surveillance cameras, algorithms, 
identification systems, and data analysis help police detect and respond to crime. CCTV 
in cities cuts property and violent crime by increasing the perceived risk of capture. 
Biometrics, like facial recognition and fingerprinting, speed up suspect identification. 
Predictive models use crime data and learning to find high-risk times and places, 
helping police allocate resources to prevent crime (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). 
 
Tech offers ways to cut crime, but it also raises issues of accuracy, bias, privacy, and 
ethics. Algorithms trained on flawed data can worsen biases, possibly targeting 
marginalized groups. Surveillance systems bring debates about balancing safety and 
rights. Body-worn cameras show this balance; they improve transparency but raise data 
management and consent issues. 
 
Information sharing platforms help agencies work together against crime networks 
across borders. Real-time systems allow quick sharing of intelligence, for coordinated 
action. Uneven access to tech creates problems for fair adoption. 
 



Tech aids and complicates crime prevention. Integration needs constant checks to lower 
risks and improve safety (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). 
 
Racial Disparities in Sentencing Practices: 
 
Racial disparities in sentencing are a widespread issue in criminal justice. Research 
shows that minorities, like Black and Hispanic defendants, are more likely to get harsher 
sentences than whites for similar crimes. These disparities occur during charging, plea 
deals, and sentencing. Overt biases and systemic problems in legal systems cause this, 
according to Harrington's 2024 study. Mandatory minimum sentences affect minorities 
as these laws limit judicial flexibility, enforcing punishments without considering context. 
 
Socioeconomic status and race worsen these issues. Minority defendants face barriers 
such as poor legal representation and increased surveillance, leading to harsher 
sentences. Studies show minorities get longer sentences than whites, even after 
accounting for crime severity and past records (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). These 
disparities come from structural inequalities, not just individual actions. 
 
Many recent reforms aim to tackle these disparities through changes in laws and 
policies. Some areas let people challenge convictions if racial bias is proven, while 
others have removed mandatory minimums to give judges more freedom (Porter, 2022). 
These reforms show a growing feeling that fair sentencing is needed for justice and 
public trust. Resistance remains due to political focus on punishment instead of 
rehabilitation. 
 
To fix racial disparities in sentencing, legal systems need complete strategies to address 
both biases and embedded issues. This includes making judicial decisions clear, 
improving data collection on race-related results, increasing defense resources for 
minorities, and promoting cultural awareness among legal staff. The existing racial 
disparities undermine criminal justice if there is no commitment to changing these 
practices. 
 
Mental Health and the Justice System: 
 
The link between mental health and the justice system is a concern, showing failures to 
meet the needs of those with mental illnesses. Many in prison have disorders like 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and major depression. Criminal justice often 
emphasizes punishment over support, leading to repeated imprisonment instead of 
help. This adds to jail overcrowding and fails to lower recidivism among mentally ill 



offenders (Harrington, 2024). Treating mental illness as a crime shows broader societal 
problems, like stigma and lack of community support. 
 
In crises, police often respond to individuals with psychiatric issues. Without proper 
training and support, they may use force or make arrests instead of directing individuals 
to care. Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) aim to improve police response through training 
and partnerships with mental health staff. But, uneven application and lack of support 
for mental health services cause inequalities (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). 
 
Judicial systems have started to focus on treatment over imprisonment for defendants 
with mental illnesses. Mental Health Courts create programs that combine monitoring 
with therapy and medication. Evidence shows these courts achieve lower recidivism 
rates and better results as compared to conventional courts, but expansion faces limits 
due to resources and program setup. 
 
The complicated link between mental health and criminal justice calls for a detailed 
approach, including community resources, diversion programs, better coordination, and 
policy changes to decriminalize behavioral health within the system. Without a good 
response, systemic problems will continue, hurting both safety and individual well-being 
(Harrington, 2024). 
 
The Rise of Restorative Justice Approaches: 
 
Restorative justice is a changing way in criminal justice where healing and reconciliation 
are emphasized instead of punishment. This change reflects dissatisfaction with 
retributive systems, as these systems often keep incarceration going and fail to address 
social harms. Restorative justice values the needs of victims, offenders, and 
communities by encouraging dialogue and accountability for understanding. These 
meetings include offenders admitting wrongdoing, victims sharing the impact of the 
crime, and agreeing on how to fix issues. These efforts repair harm better than 
sentencing by fostering responsibility while helping victims (Porter, 2022). 
 
The rise of restorative justice relates to criminal justice reform that seeks ways to 
address incarceration and disparities. Evidence suggests restorative programs lower 
recidivism by addressing causes of crime and helping offenders rejoin society. These 
methods can reduce prison overcrowding and improve community safety by involving 
people proactively instead of relying on punishment. Restorative justice is culturally 
attuned and respects views on justice and healing for groups affected by sentencing 
policies, like minorities (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). Building trust between law 
enforcement and historically mistreated communities relies on inclusive practices. 



 
Restorative justice faces difficulties, like expanding its reach, applying it consistently, 
and gaining public support. Critics say it may not fit for violent crimes and might not 
deter offenders. Research in academic journals shows adaptations for different 
situations, including juvenile delinquency and white-collar crime (Černevičiūtė et al., 
2024). Policymakers across the nation are adding restorative principles to laws, marking 
a change in views of accountability. 
 
Cybercrime: Challenges for Law Enforcement: 
 
The growth of technology has changed crime, making it hard for police around the 
world. Cybercrime, including hacking, identity theft, and online fraud, uses the internet's 
anonymity to avoid detection. The amount and complexity of cyber offenses are a 
challenge, as these crimes need special skills that law enforcement struggles to get 
because of poor resources (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). Cybercriminals often operate 
across borders, making investigations tough due to legal differences between countries. 
This division prevents international agencies from sharing data and coordinating 
responses. 
 
Cybercriminals' changing methods are another issue. As cybersecurity improves, 
criminals create malware and use new tech like cryptocurrencies to hide transactions. 
This requires constant training and investment in detection tools. Budget limits often 
hinder these investments at local levels where cybercrime reporting occurs. 
 
Privacy concerns limit investigative practices. Balancing rights with surveillance is a 
struggle, as data collection threatens rights, while poor monitoring lets cyber threats 
grow. Many cybercrime victims do not report cases due to shame or not knowing how, 
including preserving evidence, lowering the rate of solved cases. 
 
Despite issues, recent actions show a rise in cooperation through partnerships that 
focus on building capacity and sharing data (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). Law 
enforcement must evolve by combining tech with legal changes and promoting 
community understanding of cyber threats. Broad plans are the only way agencies can 
address cybercrime. 
 
Police Reform Movements and Public Perception: 
 
Police reform movements have come as responses to issues related to law 
enforcement and community relations. These movements seek changes from 
transparency and force policies to resource allocation for social services. How these 



reforms go depends on public view, as trust in police is key to policy changes. Recent 
cases of police violence have led to scrutiny, reform demands, and divided public 
feeling (Porter, 2022). Gaining agreement on reforms is hard due to demands for 
oversight and worries about safety. 
 
Research suggests that negative views of police—often fueled by media of bad 
behavior—hurt cooperation with law enforcement and weaken crime prevention. 
Reforms focusing on justice, training, and community engagement show better public 
views (Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). Increased agreement leads to law following and police 
investigation cooperation, resulting in safe communities. Distrust remains in 
communities affected by aggressive policing. 
 
Social media enables sharing of reform narratives and negative incidents, affecting 
public sentiment. This calls for finding a balance between transparency and talking 
points to promote informed talk and avoid reaction. Turning policing into political 
debates stops cross-party reform, even if the need is clear. 
 
The link between movements and public perceptions shows that these affect 
discussions about justice system fairness. These interactions call for approaches that 
include policy, community involvement, and efforts to rebuild trust between police and 
the communities they serve (Porter, 2022; Černevičiūtė et al., 2024). 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Today's criminal justice system is changing due to tech, social factors, and reform. Tech 
has improved crime prevention, enabling police to improve existing equipment along 
with data use and strategies. These actions present problems relating to rights and 
ethics. Racial disparities in sentencing continue to suggest problems that undermine 
fairness and justice. Fixing these involves policy changes alongside accountability to 
ensure treatment for everyone. The issue between mental health and the justice system 
shows gaps in addressing the needs of people with disorders, often leading to 
imprisonment instead of help. This demands mental health services and programs 
designed for this group. Restorative justice has emerged as a system which focuses on 
reconciliation and presents methods to address reoccurrence. Cybercrime creates 
concerns for law enforcement who need the ability to address computer crime. 
Movements have led to examination of police, which has improved transparency. These 
issues suggest that criminal justice must balance creative approaches with practices to 
establish a system that addresses society. 
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