Contemporary Issues in Criminology

By Patrick Nelson PhD

Criminology today is tough because crime and how we deal with it are always changing.
Cybercrime is a big worry. Criminals use tech to break the law across borders, making online
security even harder. Racial profiling is still a problem, raising serious questions about fairness
in the justice system. It shows that prejudice still affects some groups. Mixing mental health with
the justice system makes things trickier. Many offenders have mental health problems that need
special help. Drug laws are changing, and that's sparked a big debate about whether to punish
drug users or help them. Human trafficking is a serious human rights issue — it's basically
modern slavery — and it needs worldwide teamwork to stop it. Tech in law enforcement can help
stop crime, but it also raises concerns about spying and people's rights. People are talking
about holding offenders responsible and helping victims heal which is a clash between trying to
make things right and punishing people. All these things mean criminology has to look at law,
society, psychology, and technology to really tackle crime now. Understanding this stuff is key
for researchers and those making laws to build fair and useful systems.

Tech is making crime change fast, causing problems for cybercrime and security. Cybercrime is
a wide variety of illegal stuff done on computers and networks, like hacking, stealing identities,
holding data for ransom, and online scams. Often, it goes beyond country lines, which makes it
hard to figure out who has the power to do anything and for police to get involved. The internet
lets people hide who they are, making it harder to find criminals and gather proof for court. With
more gadgets connected to the internet, there are more security holes for criminals to get into
systems.

Digital security has its own share of problems. Businesses need to keep data safe from attacks
but also be open and follow the rules. Cloud computing adds risks when it comes to keeping
data in certain countries and managing who can get to it. Because cyber threats keep changing,
we need to constantly update our defenses. Old ways don't work against new viruses that use
smart tech.

The amount of cybercrime overwhelms police because they lack the resources and skills.
Sharing info and working together across countries is happening, but some countries are better
at tech than others, which holds things back.

Stopping cybercrime means teaching people about online safety and using better tech, like
encryption and ways to spot intruders. People can still be tricked, though. Social engineering
uses manipulation to get around tech security. You need criminology, computer science, law,
psychology, and public policy to work together.



Racial profiling is still happening and raises worries about fairness. It's when police target
people based on their race or background instead of evidence. This isn't fair and leads to
minorities being watched, stopped, searched, and arrested more often. Racial profiling makes
communities distrust police, which hurts the cooperation needed to fight crime. It makes
stereotypes worse by linking crime to certain races.

From a justice point of view, racial profiling makes the legal system seem unfair. It breaks the
rules about treating everyone the same, as said in the Constitution. It hurts people by causing
trauma and makes them feel like outsiders. It also makes it harder for them to improve their
lives. Fixing this requires changing policies to make sure police are responsible (like using body
cameras) and getting rid of the racism in policing.

Some say we also need to look at how race combines with things like class and gender to affect
how people are treated by the justice system. Programs where authorities are open, respecitful,
and fair can help reduce the feeling of unfairness among minorities. Checking data on stops and
searches is more useful than just stories to find discrimination. Dealing with racial profiling is
important to rebuild trust and make sure everyone is treated fairly.

Mental health problems in the justice system are complex, affecting offenders, victims, and how
things work. Many people in jail have mental health issues. Often, symptoms are treated as
crimes instead of getting proper care. This leads to people being locked up repeatedly without
their mental health needs being met. Prisons don't have the resources to give good mental
health care, which makes things worse for inmates. Also, people judge those with mental
illness, which affects how judges and juries see them.

The number of mentally ill people in prison shows that community mental health services aren't
good enough. Some places don't check defendants for mental health problems early on. These
people end up in jail instead of getting help. Mental health courts are helpful, but there aren't
enough of them.

Staff training programs to help spot and deal with mental health issues are often lacking in
police forces, court systems, and prisons. This can lead to the wrong use of force and neglect,
which hurts safety and rehabilitation. Handling these issues means changing policy, giving more
money to community services, improving screening, and making treatments more available in
prisons. We need to change the system to focus on well-being and safety, or the cycle will
continue.

Drug policy changes are changing how we deal with offenses, focusing on reducing harm.
Decriminalizing or legalizing drugs like weed has lowered jail rates for minor drug offenses.
That helps prisons and lets police focus on bigger crimes. Plus, many drug policies now view it
as a health issue, emphasizing treatment instead of jail. That means people can get healthcare
and support instead of being locked up.



Good drug policies have also led to things like needle exchange programs and places to use
drugs safely. These lower health risks and cut down on the spread of diseases like AIDS and
hepatitis C. By making spaces for drug users, this helps communities and saves money on
dealing with addiction. Changes try to fix the racial gaps in how drug laws are enforced.
Historically, some groups have been unfairly harmed by drug laws, so changes aim to fix things
through sentencing and justice programs.

Realizing all the good from these policies still has problems. Some politicians and people worry
that changing drug laws will make abuse worse. Also, different rules in different places get in the
way. Despite these problems, some studies show that the right changes can help people with
drug problems stay out of jail and lead more compassionate justice systems. These drug policy
changes are a move toward better safety and fairer ways to deal with social issues.

Human trafficking is people being recruited and moved so they can be exploited. It's modern
slavery. Even though slavery is mostly gone, trafficking still happens across borders because
criminal groups are involved. It's hard to spot and prosecute because of the way it works and
the involvement of groups. Victims are often migrants, women, kids, and poor people. You need
to look at the issue from justice and a legal perspective.

The justice system struggles to fight trafficking. It's hard to spot victims if they're afraid or don't
trust authority. It's also hard to prosecute traffickers, because they run complicated operations
across countries. Fixing this means better teamwork and similar laws in different countries.
Helping victims recover has become a priority to break the cycle.

Tech has made trafficking easier through online platforms, but it also helps in spotting it through
data and spying. Experts say that stopping trafficking takes police work and social services to
help victims.

Human trafficking is a challenge that requires new rights-based laws and cooperation to break
the criminal networks behind it.

Tech has changed policing. Tools like body cameras, license plate readers, and facial
recognition help police. Body cameras show public interactions which lowers misconduct and
builds trust. Facial recognition helps ID suspects faster.

However, tech raises ethical issues. Data is used to predict crime. That could unfairly target
groups if not watched carefully. Spying can also lead to unequal monitoring of some
communities, worsening racial profiling. Also, depending on tech can reduce human judgment.

Data security is an issue, because police store sensitive info. Cyber attacks could expose
personal information, and then people lose trust. Also, tech moves faster than policy so the
rules about surveillance aren't up-to-date.



Even with concerns, tech is vital for fighting cybercrime and other networks. Using tech
effectively means constantly assessing how it affects rights, Training officers about skills and
ethics is essential.

Punishment and restorative justice are two different ways that the justice system deals with
crime. For a long time, punishing people by imprisoning or fining them has been the main
approach because it stresses holding people responsible. Critics say punishment doesn't fix the
problems, and it may make things worse.

Restorative justice focuses on fixing the harm from crimes by working with victims, offenders,
and communities. It aims to make offenders responsible while helping victims recover.
Restorative practices include mediation, victim-offender dialogues, and community service.

The debate about these models raises questions as to if they are fair. People who support
restorative justice claim it lowers repeat offenses because it deals with the emotional aspects of
crime. Restorative methods give victims a voice but those who oppose them worry that it won't
work for everyone.

There's a growing belief that punishment alone has limits and interest in combining restorative
elements into the system. Issues like prison overcrowding and inequalities caused by harsh
sentencing show the need for balances to improve justice and encourage cohesion. We need
complex ways to address how everyone is different, instead of solely relying on punishment.

Criminology is a complex thing that shows the problems in dealing with crime. Cybercrime
shows how criminals switch up their methods with new tech, meaning there need to be better
online rules and security. There's still racial profiling, showing the deep issues in policing and
why reforms are important to make sure everyone gets equal justice. Mental health issues and
criminal justice point to the support and rehab services being broken for people. Changes in
drug policy focus on damage reduction, which shows that the addiction needs public health
focus more than only a criminal issue. Human trafficking is still modern-day slavery that requires
everyone to get in on it, and fight exploitation and ensure victim rights. When it comes to
policing tech there are opportunities for catching more criminal activity but there are risks of
infringing privacy too, highlighting there needs to be great balance with having security
measures and being civil. Between justice methods being restored vs that of punishment, it
contrasts traditional punishment ideas by promoting methods that create accountability through
healing and unity for community reintegration. A look through of those mentioned shows the
want for solving those issues, there needs to be culturally aware implementation and these
implementations need to be changing with societal trends. There has to be legal changes and
discussions within ethics so it can be balanced alongside public security and human dignity for a
criminal justice system that's made fair.
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